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Social Determinants of Health:  
Emerging Strategies for an Evolving Healthcare System 

 

Tuesday, October 28, 2014 
The Federal Reserve Bank of Boston 

 
AGENDA 

(confirmed workshops and speakers eff. 10/17/14) 
 

Security Check-in: Lobby of Federal Reserve Building, 1st Floor 
Registration Location: Outside of Morris Auditorium, 1st Floor  

8:15-9:00 am Registration   

Location for Morning Events (9:00-10:50): Morris Auditorium, 1st Floor  

9:00-9:10 Welcome:   Samantha Morton, JD  
Executive Director  
Medical-Legal Partnership | Boston 
 

9:10-9:55 Plenary Panel A: Health Equity in Massachusetts: Beyond Biology, Beyond Interpreters, Beyond Insurance 
  

 Moderator:  Reginald Tucker-Seeley, MA, ScM, ScD 
Assistant Professor of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Center for Community-Based Research - Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences - Harvard School of Public Health 
 

Panelists: Dolores Acevedo-Garcia, PhD, MPA-URP 
Samuel F. and Rose B. Gingold Professor of Human Development and Social Policy  
Director, Institute for Child, Youth and Family Policy Brandeis University 
The Heller School for Social Policy and Management 
Brandeis University 

 

  Vivien Morris, MS, RD, MPH, LDN 
Director, Office of Racial Equity and Health Improvement 
Boston Public Health Commission 

 

 Megan Sandel, MD, MPH 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics  
Boston University Schools of Medicine and Public Health 
Medical Director, National Center for Medical-Legal Partnership 
Co-Principal Investigator, Children’s HealthWatch 
 

Rodolfo Vega, PhD 
Senior Consultant 
JSI Research & Training Institute, Inc.  

 

9:55-10:00 Transition and Excellence in Partnership Award Presentation — Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP 
 

10:00-10:45 Plenary Panel B:  Getting to Health Equity: Risk Adjustment, Care Team Innovation, and More 

Panelists: Elmer R. Freeman, MSW, PhD (c) 
 Director, Office of Urban Health Programs and Policy 

Bouvé College of Health Sciences, Northeastern University 
 Executive Director, Center for Community Health Education Research and Service, Inc. 

       

Kirsten Meisinger, MD  
Regional Medical Director  
Special Projects Coordinator, Department of Family Medicine 
Cambridge Health Alliance 

 

Geoffrey Wilkinson, MSW 
Clinical Associate Professor 
Boston University School of Social Work 

http://www.mlpboston.org/


                                                   

 

10:45-10:50 Transition  

TRACK 1 
Location: Room AV, 3rd Floor 

TRACK 2 
Location: Room AV, 3rd Floor 

TRACK 3  
Location: Room AV, 3rd Floor 

Patients are People:  
Strategies that involve active health equity 
alliances between community members 

and healthcare delivery teams 

Providers are Advocates:  
Strategies that build role-appropriate 

advocacy capacity in clinicians and allied 
healthcare workers 

Institutions are Change Agents: 
Strategies that engage healthcare 

institution leadership in systems-level 
health equity initiatives 

10:50-12:00 Workshop #1   
Putting the “Community” in 

Community Investment 
 

Revisiting the Social History: Teaching 
Providers about Socio-Economic 

Drivers of Health 

Beyond the Lingo: Identifying and 
Addressing Root Causes of  

“Super-utilization”  
Mod: Steve Ridini, EdD 

Vice President, Health Resources in Action 
 

• Tracy Ibbotson, MEd 
Administrative Director, Community 
Health Benefits & Volunteer Services, 
Saint Anne’s Hospital  

• Brigham and Women’s Hospital Center 
for Community Health and Health 
Equity  

Mod: Giovanna Leddy, MD 
Instructor, Harvard Medical School 

Internal Medicine Physician, 
Bowdoin Street Health Center 

 

• Sarah Abernathy Oo, MSW 
Director, Community Health Improvement, 
Chelsea HealthCare Center, Center for 
Community Health Improvement 
Massachusetts General Hospital 

• Kathleen Conroy, MD, MSc 
Staff Physician  
Boston Children’s Hospital  
Instructor, Harvard Medical School 

• Elizabeth Tobin-Tyler, JD, MA 
Clinical Assistant Professor of Family 
Medicine, Alpert Medical School of Brown 
University and of Health Services, Policy 
and Practice at the Brown University 
School of Public Health, Co-Director of the 
Scholarly Concentration in Advocacy, Alpert 
Medical School 

Mod: Megan Sandel, MD, MPH 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics 

Boston University Schools of Medicine 
and Public Health, Medical Director, 
National Center for Medical-Legal 
Partnership, Co-Principal Investigator, 

Children’s HealthWatch 
 

• Elise Carpenter, MD, PhD 
     Family Medicine Physician 

Greater Lawrence Health Center 
• Jack Maypole, MD 

Program Director, Comprehensive 
Care Program, Department of 
Pediatrics, Boston Medical Center 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics,  
Boston University School of Medicine 

• Melissa Shannon, JD 
Director of Government Relations and 
Public Affairs, Commonwealth Care 
Alliance 

 

12:00-1:00 Lunch and Networking 
1:00-2:10 Workshop #2 

Developing a Peer Advocate 
Roundtable: The Vital Village 

Experience 
 

The Clinician as Gatekeeper to 
Health-Promoting Benefits and 
Services: Navigating Patients’ 

Requests for Medical Certifications 

Advancing Health Equity through 
Workforce Development: Current 

Transformation Strategies  
 

Mod: JoHanna Flacks, JD 
Legal Director, MLP | Boston 

 

• Suzeth Dunn, BSW, MSM 
Director, Orchard Gardens Resident 
Services for Trinity Management Co. 

• Ayesha Rodriguez 
0-5 Manager, Dudley Street 
Neighborhood Initiative, Inc. 

• Monalisa Smith 
President and CEO, Mothers for Justice 
and Equality 

Mod: Elizabeth Brusie, JD 
Staff Attorney, MLP | Boston 

 

• Weayonnah Nelson-Davies, JD 
Staff Attorney, Central West Justice 
Center, an affiliate of Community 
Legal Aid  

• Erin Peterson, LICSW 
     Clinical Social Worker, Boston Medical 

Center, Adolescent Center 
 

Mod: Harriet Tolpin, PhD 
Senior Advisor for Workforce Development and 

Community Health, Partners HealthCare 
 

• Marcy Lidman, MSW 
Senior Director of Organizational 
Development, Cambridge Health Alliance  

• Joan Pernice, RNC, MS 
Clinical Health Affairs Director, MA League 
of Community Health Centers 

• Ellen Reece, MS 
Family Nurse Practitioner 
North Shore Community Health Center 

 

2:10-2:30  Break & Networking 
2:30-3:00 Keynote—Michelle Wu, Boston City Councilor At-Large 
3:00-4:10 Workshop #3 

[Under Development] 
 

The Front Lines of SDH Advocacy: 
One Safety Net Hospital’s 

Innovative Strategies  

Delivering Healthcare Services is Hard 
Enough! Getting Health Equity on the 

Leadership Agenda 
 

 Mod: Genevieve Preer, MD 
Pediatrician, Boston Medical Center 

• Kirsten Hisdale 
Director, Foundation Relations & 



                                                   

 

Department of Pediatrics, Assistant 
Professor, Boston University School of 

Medicine 
 

• Eileen O’Brien 
Director, Elders Living at Home 
Program, Boston Medical Center 

• Additional panelists pending 

Government Grants,  
Boston Medical Center 

• John Riordan 
Director of Community Partnerships 
Boston Children’s Hospital 

• Robert Sege, MD, PhD, FAAP 
Vice President, Medical Foundation Division 
Health Resources In Action 

 
4:10-4:30 Networking and Evaluations 


